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S T A T U E 
BUST 
M A R K E R X 
REL IGIOUS SHRINE 

M O N U M E N T 
F O U N T A I N 
M I L E S T O N E 
B O U N D A R Y M A R K E R 

G R O U P COMPOSIT ION 

Monument has h i s t o r i ca l connection with the 
fol lowing themes: (See also reverse side) 

X Agr i cu l ture 
Arch i t ec ture 
Art/Sculpture 
Educat ion 
L i t e ra ture 
Mus i c 
Government 

Commerce/ industry 
Science/invention 
Trave l/Communicat ion 
M i l i t a r y A f fa i r s 
Indians 

XDevelopment of Town/City 
Rel ig ion/Phi losophy 

Town S turb r idge 
if 

Street r i s k s H i l l Road 

Name F i r s t We l l on F i s k e H i l l 

Date Constructed w e l l dug i n 1730' 

Date Dedicated 

Or i g ina l Owner Henry and. D a n i e l F i s k e 

Present Owner R ichard J« F l y n n 

Plaque put on i n 19A9 

Source of Date _____M___£. _____ _ g_a____ 
Designer or Sculptor Charming we l l s ( then 

owner o f present M y n n res idence ) 
Individual or group responsib le for monument 
if other than owner Channing w e l l s 

CONDITION: Exce l l ent Good F a i r Deter iorated Moved* A l t e r ed 
I M P O R T A N C E "6Tmonument to area: Great Moderate None N P t no t i c ed rerhans fef many: 
M O N U M E N T endangered by: but, much valued by those i n t e r e s t e d i n town h i s t o r y 

L O C A T I O N O F INSCRIPTION: Plaque on wa l l / _ ouse , post; base of monunient; other 

E N T I R E INSCRIPTION on monument: 
1731 Dan ie l and henry F i s k e b u i l t . 

— t h e f i r s t ' d w e l l i n g n e a r b y 

A 1 jFfg s_M_ i n 1731 F i r s t _[—LI 
on 

F i s k e h i l l tiracted by -banning KcGregory we l l s 
- 194? 

D E S C R I P T I O N * A bronze plaque i s s imply set i n t o the 
Foundation: Pedesta l Base None M a t e r i a l stone work of the w e l l . 
Ma t e r i a l : Bronze Stone Marb le Granite Wood Other 
Setting (surroundings) % t ranee to dr iveway, stone 'walls a long road ; t r ees 
Size (approximate) . 2 x 1 f t . 

Indicate location of, monument on map below Recorder 'A n Y MMj ___ 

F o r S turbr idge H i s t o r i c a l Gommissior 
(Name of Organization) 

Photo Date Received Oc t . 1973 

* If the monument has been moved, indicate the 
o r i g ina l location on the reverse s ide. 
** Descr ibe the monumentpn pe^TeprrBTe ^|pP) 
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GIVE A B R I E F D E S C R I P T I O N O F S U B J E C T M A T T E R AND/OR DESIGN O F M O N U M E N T 

GIVE A B R I E F D E S C R I P T I O N O F HISTORIC I M P O R T A N C E O F M O N U M E N T . (Refer to the 
theme c i r c l e d on front of f o rm . What happened? Who was important? Comment) 

H#nry and D a n i e l F i s k e were sons o f Nathan F i s k e o f Watertown, a p r o p r i e t o r o f 
New Medford (as 3turbr id .se was a t f i r s t c a l l e d ) , but he never came here . The b r o the r s 
came i n 1731, seven years before the i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f S t u r b r i d g e , and were among i t s 
ve ry f i r s t s e t t l e r s , though not the f i r s t t o w i n t e r over . They began by making the 
lone; journey from Watertown each s p r i n g by foot t o c l e a r the l and and t o b u i l d . They 
were indeed important i n the h i s t o r y o f S t u r b r i d g e . They were good farmers, a c t i v e 
i n the church and i n town government. The i r v e ry numberous progency s e t t l e d a l ong 
the whole l eng th o f the h i l l named f o r the o r i g i n a l b r o t h e r s , and the f a m i l y c on 
t inued t o be o f g reat irroortance t o the town — i n a g r i c u l t u r e , i n r e l i g i o n ( B a p t i s t ) , 
the o r o f e s s i o n s , government, and — b y the 1 8 2 0 ' s and 3 0 ' s — i n d u s t r y , most 
no tab l y i n F i s k d a l e . 

The monument i s i n the acknowledged genera l area o f the f i r s t F i s k e se t t l ement 
w e l l dese rv ing o f commemorating; but one cou ld q u a r r e l w i t h word ing , though not 
s o i r i t , o f the i n s c r i p t i o n ; 1. The date seems too e a r l y . ( I t i s u n l i k e l y the F i s k e s 
dug a w e l l the f i r s t y ea r , e s p e c i a l l y s ince the h i l l has ve ry numerous s p r i n g s . In 
any case , a cco rd ing t o S l v i n , t h i s may not have been the f i r s t w e l l . ) 2 . Whether 
the o r i g i n a l F i s k e d w e l l i n g was a c t u a l l y very nearby i s a l s o a sub jec t o f d ispute? 
and 3 . T h a t % s was a l o g cab in i s eoen t o q u e s t i o n . 
R E F E R E N C E : (Where was this information obtained? What book, r eco rds , etc.) 

Chase, N e l l i e , a r t i c l e s i n "Southbr idge P r e s s , " A p r i l and May, 1938. t i n one f o r 
• May 6, Miss Cha3e (daughter o f L e v i Chase, the h i s t o r i a n , who had access 

t o F i s k e parsers not now a v a i l a b l e ) says the house was about where the 
Channins Wel ls (now F lynn) house stands and t h a t i t was two s t o r i e s w i t h l e a n - t o . ) 

Dav i s , George, ?Ajr H i s t o r i c a l Sketch o f S turbr idge and Sou thbr idge , " 1856, e s p e c i a l l y 
C n . I I , F i s k e H i l l . 

S l v i n , Joseoh B. "Brooks Fami ly o f F i s k e H i l l , " a lonp t y o e s c r i p t at O .S .V . L i b r a r y ; 
a l s o , h i s l e t t e r t o Miss Helen H o l l e y , Nov . , 1947. ( M r . S l v i n says tha t i t was 
the o p i n i o n o f h i s mother ' s f a m i l y (F i ske connected) t h a t the house was 
l o c a t e d i n a f i e l d " t o the west o f the one acre l o t s next t o Mr . W a l l ' s 
present home," and t h a t there was a p a r t i a l l y f i l l e d w e l l the r e * ) 

Quinabaug H i s t o r i c a l Soc i e t y L e a f l e t s , 1895-1914, v o l . I , no . 3 " F i s k d a l e and i t s 
i n d u s t r i e s ; " n o l 5 "The Church on F i s k e H i l l " and o thers i n d i c a t i n g i m -
perbtance o f the F i s k e f a m i l y . 

http://3turbrid.se
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