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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 2, Town __ Sturbridge
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

Street address Main St. (Route 131)

1. Is this building historically significant to:

TPown Commonwealth  Nation Name Publick House: formerly "The Elms"

Building has historical connection with the Use: ;original & present __ Inn
following themes: (see also reverse side)

Present owner _ Bestaurant Associates of N.Y.CU,

Scholar - Cothmerce/industry s e

Agriculture Science/invention ; Open to public _ies

Art/Sculpture avel/communication : § . :

Education Military Affairs Date_- 1772 Style Golonial

Government Religion/philosophy S : :

Literature . Indians = Source of date _Records of cw'msw Co.

Music Other 5.0 ourt_House

Development of tgwn/city Architect PnRiao - ?esi'ﬂ#@’f dontes BFLH&I’)

Architectural reason for inventorying: = = === = =@ - m m mm mm e e e e e e e e - - - AT o

v B1, 5, 12, 1, _ OR part of Area # _j}_]_@mj——l ' ‘ﬂfw?)

__—_‘-______-_—___'_—__————————_———_—_——_ - wm em mm ee mm mm s w e m o = e =

4, DESCRIPTION

> e
FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High Regular Low -Material e

WALL COVER: Wood Clapboard Brick Stone Other

ROOF;: Rldée Gambrel Flat Hip Mansard
Tower Cupola Dormer windows . Balustrade Grillwork

QV\OW} Bldvg)
CHIMNEYS: 1 2 3 ,4 Ceryt’er End Interior Irregular Cluster Elaborate
STORIES: 1 2 3 4 ATTACHMENTS: Wings Ell Shed 01d bar'’ ne: Lok e
; : 3 -storey/i(ew blqu, attac aed to we side of’ barn
PORCHES: 12 3 4_at side entrance - PORTICO: Balcony

FACADE: Gable end: Frbnt/side Ornament

Entrance: Side Ffont: Génter/Side Details: Door front with moyldine & pediment —

Windows: Spacing: Regllar/Irregular Identical/Varied _ 12¥12  main bld

Corners: Plain Pilasters Quoins Cornerbgards
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5. Indicate location of building in relation to 6. Footage of structure from street
nearest cross streets and other buildings Property has_ feet front ntage on street
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RELATION OF SURROUNDINC( STRUCTURE - (

=i B Outbulldlngs__Lgdern_bn': lding in :’('v]e of the inn (for 2 shops) by parking lot behind

2, Landscape Features: Agriculture Opén Wooded Garden: Formal/Informal
Predominant features lawn; handsome trees; tall clipped hedges & lilac edging bldg.
Landscape architect _Rod Colton (a beautiful job, c, 1939, sincXe well kept up ——
replacement of dying elms by good-size transplants, e’rc)

3. Neighboring Structures
Style: Colonial Federal Gre€k Re¥ival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom,
Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern (c. 1905, replacement of old house)

Use: Resideptial Commefcial Religious Conditions: Excellent Gogd Fair Deteriorated

GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate on :
theme circled on front of form) This building dominating south side of Common (front o
lawn actually is Common) is of prime importance because of: ~§
Cogu ke NEMEA /36‘ G
L. ég_.,{ﬁaimnﬁy'savﬁ 1971, a rel. recent marking. Lro./ﬁeenev who has done re- Wg
search in Worcester and here for bicentennial of the inn, has established date of 1772, 3%
. , - 3
2. Architectural excellence, brilliantly restored and enhanced, late 30's, after long °§
period of deterioration following stage-coach days. Interior includes ran,&JLng, wide o
floor-boards, ceiling beams, fi mnlac s (noum’v very large brick one in Tap Room, 3“@‘
presumably orl_szlnal kntchpn§ Fanelling in Pumpkin Room (now 2 shor) to r. of Y
entrance came from Sch umway House on Holland Rd., which also contributed panelling QL=

to Boston Museum of Fine Arts.¥  Ballipem y Qhehed Ge‘u(.u:»&—, B nd (o

3. Historical A886cistions a. Most famous proprietor: Col. Ebeneger Crafts (1740-1810),
ReWolutionary soldier & prominent citizen, founder of Leicester Academy and, in later
life of Craftsburf Common and of academy there.

I Tk -
b. Most famous guest: Lafayette

Le Economic imrortance a. In early days as coach stop en route from Boston to
> ] \\
Sppingfield, also to Hartford & N.XI. Blso, as center for sale of produce. )

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND/OR REFERENCE be NO’("-{, as major tourist attraction. Not ""18 LV I‘OOTI?S,
: 3 : but very heavily attended restaurants, bar, & ohO“S.

-~

Chase, Nellie M., "Sturbridge of the Past," Sturbridge, 1738 - 1938, Bicentennial
Souvenir Program.
Cochran, John M,, "Col., Ebeneger Crafts," Quinabaug Historical JSociety Leaflets,
vol. 2, ho. 3k, 1900,
' Corey, Charles V, "Old Houses in Sturbridge," IGlQ, no. 5
Holmes, Phila P, "Old Inns and Taverns in nuur%rld*e, Ibid,, vol. EAL, no. 4, 1914,
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DaViS- Geor e, A diStOI‘iC&l Sketch of Southb I’idge ang ouurbrld»«g 1854 (Vq. orn
=2 He Yy
uentre \JllTar Sy 100 SecthTl on uOl. v"QIuS/

For old photographs, see Joshuz Hyde Public Libra 8% (@l ums of Miss Emily Haynes)
also private owners as Mrs. Samuel Sheard, Frank Haynes, etc.
7 » 7
Zoning Law of April, 1965 :
RESTRICTIONS : iV
: e
' o +
Hrasmus Babbit (& see survey form, Sheere—Housc)

Original Owner:
Deed Information: Book Number Page

Registry of Deeds

Form B. 10M—11-69—045654
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MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD A 3=
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