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- Sgt. Joseph R. Julian

Branch of Service: U.S. Marine Corps
Hometown: Fiskdale, MA
Status: KIA
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Joseph Rudolph Julian

BRANCH OF
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U.S. Marine
Corps
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Sturbridge, MA

HONORED BY
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ACTIVITY DURING WA

HE WAS POSTHUMOUSLY AWARDED THE CONGRESSIONAL
MEDAL OF HONOR. PLATOON SERGEANT IN THE U.S. MARINLE
CORPS RESERVE. ACCREDITED TO: MASSACHUSETTS. CITATION:
FOR CONSPICUOQUS GALLANTRY AND INTREPIDITY AT THE RISK
OF HIS LIFE ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY AS A
PLATOON SERGEANT SERVING WITH THE 1ST BATTALION, 27TH
MARINES, 5TH MARINE DIVISION, IN ACTION AGAINST ENEMY
JAPANESE FORCES DURING THE SEIZURE OF ITWO JIMA IN THE
VOLCANO ISLANDS. MARCH 9, 1945, DETERMINED TO FORCE A
BREAKTHROUGH WHEN JAPANESE TROOPS OCCUPYING
CPRENCHES AND FORTIFIED POSITIONS ON THE LEFT FRONT LAID
DOWN A TERRIFIC MACHINE GUN AND MORTAR BARRAGE IN A
DESPERATE EFFORT TO HALT HIS COMPANY'S ADVANCE,
PLLATOON SERGEANT JULIAN QUICKLY ESTABLISHED HIS
PLATOON'S GUNS IN STRATEGIC SUPPORTING POSITIONS AND
THEN ACTING ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE, FEARLESSLY MOVED
FORWARD TO EXECUTE A 1 MAN ASSAULT ON THE NEAREST
PILLBOX. ADVANCING ALONE, HE HURLED DEADLY
DEMOLITION AND WHITE PHOSPHORUS GRENADES INTO THI:
EMPLACEMENT. KILLING 2 OF THE ENEMY AND DRIVING THE:
REMAINING 3 OUT INTO THE ADIOINING TRENCH SYSTEM.
SEIZING A DISCARDED RIFLE FE JUMPLED INTO THE TRENCH
AND DISPATCHED THE 5 BEFORE THEY COULD MAKE AN
FSCAPLE. INTENT ON WIPING OUT ALL RESISTANCE, HI:
OBTAINED MORI EXPLOSIVES AND ACCOMPANILD BY
ANOTHER MARINE, AGAIN CHARGED THE HOSTILE
FORTIFICATIONS AND KNOCKED OUT 2 MORIE CAVE POSTTIONS.
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L IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER HE LAUNCHED A BAZOOKA
ATTACK UNASSISTED, FIRING 4 ROUNDS INTO THE 1 REMAINING
PILLBOX AND COMPLETELY DESTROYING IT BEFORE HE FELL
MORTALLY WOUNDED BY A VICIOUS BURST OF ENEMY FIRE.
STOUTHEARTED AND INDOMITABLE PLATOON SERGEANT
JULIAN CONSISTENTLY DISREGARDED ALL PERSONAL DANGER
AND BY HIS BOLD DECISION, DARING TACTICS AND
RELENTLESS FIGHTING SPIRIT DURING A CRITICAL PHASE OF
THE BATTLE, CONTRIBUTED MATERIALLY TO THE CONTINUED
ADVANCE OF HIS COMPANY AND TO THE SUCCESS OF HIS
DIVISION'S OPERATIONS IN THE SUSTAINED DRIVE TOWARD
THE CONQUEST OF THIS FIERCELY DEFENDED OUTPOST OF THE
JAPANESE EMPIRE. HIS OUTSTANDING VALOR AND
UNFALTERING SPIRIT OF SELF-SACRIFICE THROUGHOUT THE
BITTER CONFLICT SUSTAINED AND ENHANCED THE HIGHEST
TRADITIONS OF THE U.S. NAVAL SERVICE. HE GALLANTLY :
GAVE HIS LIFE FOR HIS COUNTRY. '
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