ane crash

rings back

oTTific
memories

BY MAC MCENTIRE
NEWS STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE — Army Air Force Lt. Charles
Collins was [rom .Baraboo, a small town in

Wisconsin, but he has become a part of this

town’ history.
While flying over the area, Collins’ plane ap-

47 Thunderbolt, crashed in Sturbndge, starting A

off onié of the most frightening and exciting
periods in the town’ history.

" Yesterday marked the 60th anniversary of the
crash. Bob Briere of the Sturbridge Historical
Society and resident Lillian Palmer, whose
home is just down the road from the former
crash site, met this week to reminisce about the
crash.

" Briere said he was 10 years old Sept. 1, 1943,
living on Farquhar Road, and was helpmg his
iother do the dishes when he heard the plane.
" “We could hear it climbing and diving, over

Please Read CRASH ; pige A5

Mac McEnrfre pho(o

A plaque rememberlng Lt. Charles Colllns and his doomed ﬂ!ght, whtch ended with & crash
and the toss of his life in Sturbridgo, has béen on d]splay at the CGnter Schoo! since 1995.
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