
 

 

Recreation Committee 

August 18, 2021 

4:00PM, Town Hall 

Members in Attendance: MaryLou Volpe (MV), Juliana Kuszewski (JK), Jeff Shapiro (JS), Cindy Forgit 

(CF), Kadion Phillips (KP), Annie Roscioli (AR) 

Members Absent:  

Others in Attendance: Jeff Bridges, Town Administrator. Bob George, Karen Davis, Richard Fields, Tom 

Chamberland.  

 

OPENING OF MEETING: Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open 

Meeting law, G.L. c. 30A Section 18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number people  that 

may gather in one place, this meeting of the Sturbridge Recreation Committee will be conducted via remote participation to the 

greatest extent possible. Specific information and the general guidelines for remote participation can be found on the Town’s website 

at https://www.sturbridge.gov/town-administrator/pages/how-access-virtual-meeting. For this meeting, members of the public who 

wish to listen and or watch the meeting either online via the Town’s on demand video broadcast, on cable television on channel 191, 

or dial into the meeting at 774-304-1455, enter 1428# for the meeting number and 12345 for the access code. (This phone number is 

only active for the public during public meetings). No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every 

effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means.  In the event 

that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post of the Town’s website an audio or video recording, transcript, or other 

comprehensive record of the proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting.  

The meeting was opened at 4:04 PM.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES  

8-11-21   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Discussions with proposed equine Center Representatives. AR welcomed Mr. George and his 

team. Mr. George provided an overview of the concept plan previously shared at the Board of 

Selectmen’s meeting. Mr. George shared that the vision of the project began two years ago when the 

host asked what the Town wanted in conjuction with the project- athletics fields. The project has 

evolved to include a race track, agriculutral center, recreation center, and more. The concept plan 

includes a Rec center and indoor concession stand with the proposed athletic fields. Mr. George 

shared that 10 races are expected per year and majority of the revenue will come from off site 

betting. The athletic fields will be in full control of the Town and will be connected to a trail system 

and festival grounds on site. The Committee reviewed the zoning bylaw and asked questions on the 

process, JB clarified this vote would be on the next possible Town Meeting. AR requested to have 

maintence equiptment on site or to be maintained by the venue, in addition to turf fields or not. 

Karen Davis confirmed that these options will be up to the Recreation Committee for their choosing. 

KP reviewed where the proposal was in the permitting stage and if this concept plan is feasible. Mr. 

George reviewed the realistic vision but that it was not a done deal at this time. AR stated that during 

discussions with the representatives, Recreation stated that access on residential roads is extremely 

discouraged and the planning team representatives were very responsive to that. JS reviewed the 

alternative of receiving finanial support of one million dollars to a project in Town rather than fields 

at this location. The Committee discussed the value behind the proposal being presented, the cost of 

four fields and ammenities is much higher than one milliona dollars. Mr. Fields reviewed the passion 

behind the project, the vision of a family park, and what a year would look like event wise at the 

facility. Mr. Fields touched upon the rescue and rehabilitation program as well as theraputic riding 

programs. Mrs. Davis reviewed the interchange process and clarified that Sturbridge residents will 

be able to access from Town, all other traffic will be redirected from 84. The process, such as 

gaming license and approval of designated site, was reviewed by JB with the Recreation Committee. 



 

 

JK asked how security will work at the venue. JB reviewed that Staff meetings have been taking 

place, reviewing concerns with Police and Fire Departments including the financial support this 

would provide for the Town. Mr. George clarified private security may be hired if that is the desire 

as well.  

MV made a motion that the Recreation Committee fully supports this project, seconded by 

KP. Vote 5-0. 
 

2. AR asked the Committee to discuss and reappoint Kadion as the CPC Liaison.  

Motion by MV, seconded by JS. Vote 5-0. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

PROPERTY USAGE REQUESTS 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  KP made motion to adjourn meeting at 4:59 PM. Seconded by JK. Vote 5-0. 
 

Tentative Next Meeting: September 13, 2021 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM  
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Annie Roscioli 

Recreation Director  


