TOWN OF STURBRIDGE OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLAN - 2018

Appendix

Appendix E: Sturbridge Open Space and Recreation Plan
Public Forum Presentation from April 11, 2018.
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Meeting Agendag

Town of Sturbridge
Open Space and Recreation Plan
~ Community Forum

= Photo Contest

= Welcome and Purpose

= Presentation of OSRP Highlights and Survey Results
= 10-min. break (last voting opportunity)

= Small Group Discussions and Mapping Activity

= Small Group Report Back

= Next Steps

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1174
FAIGE HALL AT THE PUBLICGK HCUSE

CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS
Regional Planning Commission

= Photo Contest Results and prize giveaway!

Planning Process

= Community Organization

Why Plan for Open Space and Recreatione
= Town Planning Department collaborating with CMREPC
= Openspace " asimportfant fo the economic future of a ® Open Space and Recreation Committee
community as planning for schocls, roads, water, and wastewater
imfrostructure.”

Data Collection

= Community profie: demographic, housing, other data from the
= Cibtain the benefits of development without losing valued American Cersus, State, and other sources

i ervironmental cssets o = Environmental ssues and concerns

= Helo communities avoid misusing or overwhelming avalable = Water quality

resources = |nventory of openspaces

= A community with an approved Plan becomes eligible to apply for = ADA Assessment of Town-owned recreational facilities
Self-Help, Urban Self-Help, Land and Water Conservation Funds, and

otherstate grant programs

= Community Input
= Survey

= Plon reguires update every 7 years = Community Forum

= jost recent Plan was approved by the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs [EOEEA) in 2011

Document Preparation and Review
Submit Plan Update to the State

Review and Acceplance
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Photo Contest

®» Residents encouraged to submit their original photos of their fovorite open
space/recreational arecs to be included in the 2018 OS&R Plan update

Open toSturbridge residents of all ages
Photo with the most votes will be featured on the coverpage

Prizes wil be awarded towinners of each age group

Ade groups:
= |Jnder 13
= 1319

= 20-34

= 3554

» LR+

= Winners will be chosen by public vote using ballot systern ot public forum

Survey Response Rate

gzrga & Area B:
. 40%
AreaC
13%
AreaD:
15%
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Survey Methodology

= Survey was avaiable online and in hard copy at
the following locations:

= Tawn Clerk’s Office at Tawn Hall Pt o 21| e
STURBRIDGE
QPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLAN
ttend the Public Forum|
K s+ Pty el o ol B
i ek

= Center Office Bulding

/ = Sturbridge Senior Center

= Sturbridge Library circulation desk

= Survey was open from March 9 to March 30, 2018

[
[T

= Reminder postcard waos mailed fo every
househcld [4,555) In fown

= Total resporses colected: 238

ok the surucy mille:
e e OTEF
ued sl e surv by Pk Al 39

Town of Sturbridge Demographics

Age Distribution, 2014 Median Age
i Worcester 2000 2010 2016
Sturbrldoe County, |Massachusetts L
1oWN | assachusetts

Under 20 years of age ZI%

Median Household Income

145% 2000 2010 2016

=1 | 850 FrLBOT - RREI00

10-Year Change
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Moved to Sturbridge because...

Accsssitilty to Highways I 11
Schools I T
Low crimefandalism I ¢
Small town character I 7
Open Space I 58%
Historic resources [ 55
Air guality I 56
Community s I
Friendsifamily live here [N 8%
Access to water [ 4%
Water quality I ar
Recreational opportunities I 45%
Library resources [ s6o:
Healthy aging opportunities  INREG_— 245
Job opportunities [ 15%
Church life [ 14%

0% 10% 20% 0% 0% &0% B0% 70% 20% 0%

100,

Do you feel there are adequate open
space and recreational properties in your
neighborhood?

B0%

%
S0%
40%

30%

0%

i -

0%
Yes No Hot sure

¥ Residents from each quadrant responded with a majority *Yes’

¥* The only guadrant that ahigh rate of *No’ responses was guadrant B
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How would you describe the Town of

Sturbridge®

Residents strongly agree that
Sturbridge is...

Historic
Farniby-friendlly
Safe
Age-friendhy
Unicue
A rural town

Worcester,

Transiticm%

Suburbs afe @
Historic
Family

Commumty
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Most important reasons for the Town 1o
acquire and/or preserve open space...

Preserve forests & woodlands

: Passive recreation (i.e. hiking, horseback riding,

Preserve rural character of town
Sports fields

Protect water guality 2 resources
Freserve wildlife

Preserve historic assets
Long-term economic benefits
Scenic vistas and views

Other (please specify)

Boat ramps, access to lakes and rivers
Hunting

A-wheglingfATY

Snowmohiling

Agricultural

I
. §.3
_ 41%
e
I
I, -
L _______Bth
—
I
.
.
I
I o
W =
| B3
0% 0% 20% a0t ant 50%




. Almost Daily

Top open space or recredtion areds
frequented by Sturbridge residents...

8 Rurgass Sehinal Playgronnd and fiekds
= Leadinitie Mouritain
B OWesttls Recrearinn arpa

wells Stale Park
Weekly 8 Helns Fam
= Old Stubridge Vilbge
B TOND COMMen
® Sturhridge Racreaticn Area
u Rig Alum Fond
» walker pand

® Tawn Barn Athletic Fislds

Monthly 1to 10times per year

1%
m%l
Increase open
space fo protect
Town v ater
resources,
including

aroundu ster
protestion

Indicate support for Town funding for
the following cobjectives...

B7%
g0

B7%
B1%
a7 % 555
2a% 26% e 26%
18% 17%21% 20%, 18%
15% 15%
A II I I I I

Increase general
maintenance of
existing qrounds,
buildings. 2nd
landscape

a8t
28%
23%I
Imprav efcra ate

safe bice lanes an
existing roads

Improve andtor Increase Town-
expand sidemaks owned open space
in Town throughout Town

Increase sthletic Increase children's  Provide public
field faciifies play equipment  access to water
(swings., climbing) resources in Town

B Support or Strongly Support B Litde or No Support @ Meutral

v

Canoefkayak

Walking/ running trails
7 Indoor sports recreation facilities
Outdoor swimming

Comrunity gardens
public access T 7%
Picnic areas G 5

Biike trails | 127

Trail markings I 351
Hiking trails N 31%

Playgrounds

lce skating DG 0%

Snow shoeing trails T 20%
Indoor swimming I 20%
Crogs-country ski trails  nE— 9%

Tennis courts G 15%
Hunting areas I 8%

dowhesling/ATY arsas I 5%
Horseback riding trails 7%
Snowmobile trails I 7%

30% 40% 50%

Recreational activities Sturbridge residents want
to see more of intown AND are willing to support
with taxes...

Team playing fields

B0%

Incredibly important

Very important

Important

Somewhat important

Hot at all important

20%
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=
!

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

= Biking or Walking

26
37T

27%

25% 30% %

® Lvailable designated parking areas

How important is it to be able to access open space and
recreational destinations in Sturbridge by walking/biking
or having available designated parking areas?
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If you are over the age of 50, what types of
recreational activities would you like to see more
easily avdilable in town?

Walking groups

Health and wellness programs
Fithess classes

Community gardening

Games such as bocce

/ Bird watching, photography
Swimming or bicycling

Music programs

Seasonal activities

Book clubs

Social activities

Arts and crafts

Spiritual activities

Boating or fishing

Sports such as softball, tennis
Dance classes

Board games, bingo

Mernory GCafes

I 217
I 19%:
N 187
I, 6%
I 16
I 15
I 5%
I 147
I 13"
I 12%
I 127
I 10%
I o

I 57

i

I 5%

R

I 3%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

10 minute break
grab a snack! last chance to votel

~
/7 3 N

Conclusions

= The Town needcs tobalance openspace and recreational offerings for
aging resiclents aswell as for younger families

= | orge demand for possive recreation options such as walking, biking, and
hiking trails

= Call forimprovements and/or exparsions to sidewalks. plus more trail markings
= [Desire for activities like walking groups

= General support for increasing, acquiring, and preserving open space in
order to preserve natural resources such cs forests, woodlands, and
grounchyater

= Other takecwoys:
= Demand for dog park
= Dermand for playground that is not at aschool

= Demand for increased indoor or outdoor athletic fleld facilities and wilingness to
support with taxes

Small Group Activity

®» Foch table has an open space map

= Drow/maork down your favorite open space ond recreation arecs, notural
resources, or historical landmarks on the map.

®» Feel free torefer o the maps on the easels around the room
Areas of concern or opportunity are dlso welcome

Small Groups to Identify

+ Recreation ssuss, challenges, needs, opportunities

+ Open Space issues, challenges, neads, opportunities

+ Resource Proteclionissues, chalenges, needs, opportunities
+ Management and Policy issues, challenges, needs, opparfunities

= [Designate aspokesperson to repart back group findings

= LArecs of consensus? Disagreement? Prionties? Unigue pespectives?
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Rext Meps

= Document Preparation and Review
= Submit Plan Update to the State
= Review and Acceplance
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