Town of Sturbridge

Community Input Survey
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Methodology

m Surveys were mailed to a randomly selected
adult member of Sturbridge households from a
list provided from the town (N=3149) on April 12,
2010.

Reminder postcards were sent April 20, 2010

m 930 surveys were returned between April 12 and
May 31, 2010.

The response rate is 30%, this is very good for a
survey of this type.



" S
Key Findings

Overall, public safety services are rated highly
Open space is desired for passive uses

Theatres, health care, small retail and museums are most favored
for Sturbridge overall
Large shopping, offices, mixed-use and theme parks are least favored

Theatres, recreational facilities, small retail and restaurants are most
favored for Route 15

Large shopping, lodging, health spa resorts, banks, campground, theme
parks, single family and multi-family homes are least favored

Sidewalks and dedicated bike routes are most favored



Sample Characteristics

m  Age
4% - 18 —29
16% - 30 -39
19% - 40 — 49
21% - 50 — 59
23% - 60 — 69
17% - 70 or older

m  Area
35% - Area A (North / West)
36% - Area B (North / East)
13% - Area C (South / West)
17% - Area D (South / East)

m  Education
16% - HS or less
21% - Some college
34% - College graduate
29% - Postgraduate work

Income

11% - Less than $30,000
9% - $30,000 - $44,999
8% - $45,000 - $59,999

13% - $60,000 - $74,999

15% - $75,000 - $99,999

28% - $100,000 - $149,999

15% - $150,000 or more

Own or Rent
97% - Own their home
3% - Rent their home

Distance to Work
14% - Work in Sturbridge
17% - Work between 0 and 15 miles away
13% - Work between 16 and 30 miles away
14% - Work between 31 and 45 miles away
15% - Work more than 45 miles away
28% - Do not work or are retired



Moved to Sturbridge because...

Quality of life

Rural tow n character
Location

Schools

Historic tow n character
Job/Employment
Born/Raised here
Shops/Stores/Restaurants
Public amenities
Recreation

Tax structure

Other
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Please rank the following town facilities or services

Ambulance/Paramedic services
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Fire protection / Rescue services

Police services

Library
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Senior citizen services

Recycling center

Public works

Parks and recreation facilities
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Check off your top 3 most important reasons for the Town to manage,
acquire and/or preserve open space

Protect water quality & resources
Preserve forests & woodlands
Passiwve recreation

Wildlife preservation

Scenic vistas and rural character
Preservation of historic assets
Sports fields

Long-term economic benefits

Agriculture

Hunting
Snowmobiling/4-wheeling 4%
Other 4%
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Would you like to see more open space and recreation areas in your
neighborhood (or area of town)?
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Yes

30% 29%
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Do you favor or oppose the Town of Sturbridge providing more of the
following

Dedicated bike routes
Walking trails

Picnic areas

Canoe/Kayak public access
Playgrounds

Indoor sports recreation
Team playing fields

Ice skating

Outdoor swimming

Tennis courts

Horseback riding trails

4-wheeling/ATV/snowmobiling trails

Hunting areas
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How many times per year do you typically use the following publically
accessible property in Sturbridge?

| | | | |
Old Sturbridge Village h 18% 39% 1

Town Common

|

24% 40% 113%

Westville Recreation
Area
Wells State Park _ 10% 32% 14%

Cedar Lake/Town
Recreation Area

9% 27% 10%

Streeter Beach
Recreation Area

26%
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Do you favor or oppose the Town of Sturbridge providing more of the

following

Theatre/movie

Health care

Art galleries, boutiques, small retail
Historic/cultural museums
Assisted living care facility
Light industrial

Health spa resort

Service industry

Office development
Shopping mall/big box/outlets
Mixed-use

Amusement/theme parks
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Do you favor or oppose the following uses along Route 15

Movie theatre/live theatre/indoor musical center
Recreational facilities

Small scale retail

Restaurant

Light industrial

Office buildings 21%
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Assisted living care facility
Hospital / Medical treatment
Shopping mall/big box/outlet

Health spa resort
Lodging
Bank

Campground

Amusement/theme park

Single-family homes

Multi-family dwelling
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Do you think the Town should investigate and/or encourage
participation in alternative types of transportation?

Sidewalks 54% 11% z

Dedicated bike routes 45% 14% E

Seasonal in-town trolley
service

8% l
7%.

Regional bus service

Carpool/rideshare programs
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How would you describe the following streets or
Intersections?

Entire Length - Brookfield Rd

Rte 49 & Walker Pond Rd

Mashapaug Rd & Breakneck Rd

Rte 15 & River Rd

Entire length - Whittemore Rd

Rte 49 & Putnam Rd

Rte 131 & Shepard Rd

Rte 20 & Arnold Rd

Rte 20 & Hall Rd

Rte 131 & Hall Rd 50%

Rte 20 & Fiske Hill Rd 47%
Rte 131 & Fiske Hill Rd 54%
Rte 20 & New Boston Rd 38%
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Conclusions

m Sturbridge residents want “more of the
same.”

Development that will maintain the rural
character and historic features of their town.

Sidewalks and bike routes.

m Passive use of open space Is desired



Questions?
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