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Joshua Hyde Public Library Board of Trustees 
Meeting Minutes: August 8, 2019 

Joshua Hyde Public Library, Basement Meeting Room 
 
 
 
Chair Jackie Belisle called the August 8, 2019 regular meeting of the Joshua Hyde Public Library 
Board of Trustees to order at 5:08 pm.  Attending were Jackie Belisle, Rebecca Celuzza, Melissa 
Earls, Pat Howard, Carol Mitchell, Stephen Mullen, Dave Peterkin, Joyce Sinnott, and Library 
Director Becky Plimpton.   
 
 
Minutes:  
The minutes of the 13 June 2019 regular meeting were accepted as amended.  
 
Librarian’s Report:  
Building Issues:  

- The ceiling continues to leak despite recent repairs made by Tremco Roofing.   
- Becky is working on finding a handyman to address the building fix-it list.   
- Ms. Robyn Charabascz was hired as the new Town Facilities Manager.  She and Becky met 

with contractors to assess the work that needs to be done in the basement.  Becky has spent 
much time with her, and Robyn has made a good first impression.   

- New lighting will be installed the week of 23 Sept.  The work will take 2 – 3  days and the 
Library will need to close during this time.   

- The scope of work for the painting was sent out for bids, and an initial quote was received.  
The quote came in under budget, so quotes for additional painting work will be requested.   

Programs: 
- The summer reading program has 1002 people registered as of 7 Aug.   
- The GeoFest was July 17 – 21.  Becky attended most of the events to include the rocket 

building and stargazing events that were promoted as part of the summer reading program.  It 
was very hot that weekend, and the Ice Cream Truck Guy was very happy.   

Other: 
- The end of the fiscal year transition went smoothly and we are into FY20 with no issues.   
- The Annual Report Information Survey (ARIS) of 2018 Data for the MBLC is due by 16 

August.   
- The Town Administrator sent Becky an updated valuation estimate for the Library building 

and contents as part of renewing the insurance coverage.  Becky doubled the figures and will 
take a hard look again next year as the amounts are likely still too low.   

- Becky reported that the Kennel Club would like to hold their Spring meeting at the Library.  
Depending upon the speaker they book, the speaker may want to bring dogs into the building.  
There was much discussion.  The Board generally favored approving the request but the dogs 
are of concern.  The Board would like more information and will take up the matter at a 
future meeting.   

Meetings: 
- Director’s meeting; Renovation Committee; “Make Space for Reading”; MLS Executive 

Board; Brimfield info booth for the Chamber of Commerce; Chamber of Commerce; CMLA.   
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Financial Report:  
- The Board reviewed the final FY19 report.  As is usual the Library returned a small amount 

back to the town.  There was a question about a charge for books against the LIG/MEG 
funds.  Becky explained that we are required to zero out the library materials line at the end 
of each FY.  However, invoices for items purchased come in at random times, with some 
after the end of the FY.  Historically, the LIGMEG funds have been used to pay these. 

- The Board reviewed the first of the FY20 reports.  No issues were noted. 
 
Chair’s Report:  

- Jackie noted that the final State FY2020 budget included increases for Library-related line 
items.   

 
Old Business:  

- Renovation Project: Final plans for the renovation are well under way.  Quotes have been 
received, contracts signed, and a timeline set.  Becky went over the budget to date, noting 
that the typical 10% contingency reserve was not included.  The timeline has the carts 
arriving Monday 28 October.  The Library will close on Tuesday 29 October and reopen on 
Friday 15 November.   

- Patio: The Board adjourned from the Basement Meeting Room and reconvened outside the 
building to examine possible sites for the patio.  The Board examined areas at both the rear 
and front of the building.  After much discussion the consensus was that the front of the 
building was better than the rear and that the farther from the road the patio could be placed, 
the better.  Becky will try and find out where the property line between the Federated Church 
and Town is. 

- Trustee Complaint Procedure: Tabled until the next meeting.   
- 125th Anniversary: Tabled until next meeting 

 
New Business: 

- None.   
 
 
 
Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 6:38 pm. 
 
Next Meeting: The next meeting will be September 5 2019 at 6:30pm.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stephen Mullen 
Secretary 


